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manicus, as an inducement for him to return to Italy, that the most politic method of treating the German tribes was to leave them to cut each other's throats.1
All these were? however, but contributory causes. It cannot be doubted that it was the desire to obtain natural and defensible frontiers in all directions which gave the main stimulus to Roman expansion. In Gaul, Spain, and Numidia such a frontier was provided by either the ocean or the desert; but it was wanting elsewhere. "The North and the East/' Mr. Bryce very truly says, " ultimately destroyed Home."2 It was from these quarters that the Teuton and the Slav poured in, and marched to what was pathetically, but very erroneously, thought by a fifth-century Roman3 to be " the funeral of the world."
iani prsestare  fortuna mains   potest quam hostium  dis-cordiam " (Tacitus, De Ger., SB).
1  " Posse   et   Cheruscos  ceterasque rebellium  gentes, quoniam  Romanae  ultioni consultum  esset, internis dis-cordiis relinqui" (Tacitus, Ann., ii. 26).
2  "Studies, etc./' p. 15.
3  Sidonius Apollinaris.     Besides the Teuton and the Slav, the Persians contributed to the work of destruction. The  crushing  defeat  inflicted by  the Persians  on  the Emperor Valerian (A.D. 259 or 260) gave a death-blow to Roman domination in the East.